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Follow us! @EdmondsMuseum 

We have created a new position and contracted with Board of 

Directors member Barbara Kindness to be our Development Director! 

Barbara ’s extensive volunteer experiences include  Edmonds Rotary, 

Edmonds Centennial Commission (chair),  Edmonds Chamber of 

Commerce (past president), American Cancer Society (past 

president, South Snohomish County Unit), Stevens Memorial Hospital 

Foundation (past president), Edmonds Waterfront Center 

(membership committee), among others. She has worked as a writer, 

editor, and publicist for books, magazines, newspapers, and articles. 

She has also worked in community outreach and event planning. We 

are so fortunate to have this multitalented woman on our team!  

We are very pleased to announce that we have sold over $10,000 in 
Heritage Bricks so far this year! Thanks so much to Sharon McAllister 
for reestablishing this great fundraiser three years ago and to Sandra 
Allbery, Dean Larson, Dave Buelow, Kevin Fagerstrom, and Larry 
Carpenter for generously volunteering their time and talent to make 
this program such a success.  

You can leave your mark in history by buying 
a brick and becoming a permanent part of 
the Museum Plaza. To buy a brick, go to:  
https://historicedmonds.org/buy - a-
heritage - brick  
Note: The next installation of Heritage 
Bricks will be in October  and orders need to 
be in by September 19.

mailto:exhibitcurator@historicedmonds.org
mailto:Larry.vogel@edmondswa.gov
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From our President, Barb Fahey 
If I had to come up with one word to describe the atmosphere within the Society and Museum right now, I would have 
to say EXCITEMENT! As you read through this newsletter, you will see why. Each page contains news about 
wonderful things that are happening this year, as we reinvent and expand the ways we serve our community.  
 
Arnie Lund, our VP and volunteer Executive Director, has done a great job highlighting many of the wonderful things 
that have happened in the last few months. And on the following pages you will learn of our amazing progress 
getting our Collection settled at Harbor Square, our exciting new exhibit coming soon, the addition of three 
wonderful new board members, and the ongoing success of our Summer Markets. I want to specifically give a shout 
out to Beata Miklos of Homes By Beata, John Jessen of Jessen Architects, and Edmonds Village Senior Living, who 
have stepped forward to initiate our Market sponsorship program which we anticipate will bring in added revenue to 
help us balance the budget.  

 
Which brings me to our world of finance. As we have previously reported, the 
relocation of our Collection to Harbor Square really increased our budget this year and 
will continue to impact it in the future. As a result, we have initiated several new 
fundraising efforts, like our “adopt an item ” in the collection which we hope will help 
keep the red ink away. Opportunities to donate are explained in various articles. We 
rely on the generous support of the community to keep the museum doors open and 
preserve the Collection. We are especially thankful for some new major donors who 
are recognized on page 12.  
 
As we enthusiastically announce in our “Exciting News ” on page 2 , we have now added 
a part time, contract staff position to help us foster a stronger Development effort to 
assist with fundraising and special events. We are very blessed to have Barbara 
Kindness taking on this job. I anticipate lots of new, fun events being offered in the 
months ahead to also help us balance the 2026 budget.  

 
This year I am marking ten years of Board Service. I still remember the “cold call ” I received in January 2015 from Bill 
Lambert, the Board President. He said he was aware of my longtime membership in the Society and was wondering if 
I would consider joining the Board with the specific task of rewriting the By - Laws which had not been reviewed or 
improved for many years. Since I had served as the Governance Committee Chair of the YWCA, it seemed like a task 
I could take on, so I accepted his invitation. Truthfully, I assumed it would be a three - year commitment, and I would 
then leave the Board. Little did I guess that saying yes would lead me from being a person interested in history, to 
one with a consuming passion for preserving our community ’s heritage, or that it would involve a continuing 
educational process as I learned the ins and outs of running a museum and caring for a collection. Even after ten 
years there are always new things to learn because the laws, policies and 
procedures associated with museology are constantly changing.  
 
For example, for the last 10 years, I have been told how difficult it is to 
deaccession (remove) an item from the collection once it has been 
accessioned (accepted from the donor). Now, in 2025, that has changed. The 
laws governing the process of removing items from a collection were finally 
rewritten by the legislature, making it much easier to discard items that are 
damaged, not suitable for display, or lack appropriate background information 
to link them to local history or make them interesting from a storytelling 
perspective.  
 
Being able to eliminate valueless things from the collection that should not be 
there helps us greatly by freeing up space for new additions that can be 
properly documented. This will be of great value as new exhibits are created 
that tell stories that inform us historically and educate us for the future.  
 
Finally, I want to thank all of our wonderful volunteers who serve in so many 
ways and all our supporting members and donors. The Museum only exists 
because of your service and support.  

One of many fascinating items  
up for “adoption ”  

Items being evaluated for deaccession  
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From our VP/Executive Director, Arnold Lund  

It has been a busy Summer for the Edmonds Historical Society:  
• We received a Diversity Grant from the Washington State Historical Society to help us identify and 

close gaps in our collection around the stories of the Coast Salish, Asian, and LatinX communities.  
• The “Edmonds: Crossroads of the Coast Salish ” exhibit project launched.  
• We have been participating in Diana White ’s Indigenous Walking Tour project that will be launched on 

Indigenous People ’s Day (Oct 13th ).  
• We received another generous donation from Edmonds Hero ACE Hardware for our educational 

programming, thanks to all the community members who contributed.  
• There was also a big brick installation in the Plaza in front of the Museum, on behalf of the many people 

who donated to us through the purchase of bricks honoring their families and loved ones.  
 
The Edmonds Summer Market continues to be one of the 
most popular markets in the region, although the truck we 
depend on (“ Old Red ”) isn ’t always there when we need it. 
We have created a GoFundMe account at https://
gofund.me/040bdad9 to help replace it, and any 
contributions to keep the Market thriving will be greatly 
appreciated!  
 
An Edmonds Kind of 4th parade watchers got to see both of our 
vintage fire trucks go by. We participated in a variety of other 
community events as well, such as:  
• AWE (Art Walk Edmonds) Summer Wine Walks  
• PorchFest Edmonds  
• PRIDE  
• Edmonds in Bloom 2025 Garden Tour  
 
The wonderful “Steeped in History ” exhibit was followed by the record - breaking “An Immigrant History of 
Edmonds ” exhibit. In addition, thanks to some of our amazing interns, the Victorian life exhibit was 
updated, and the model railroad exhibit was refreshed with “Grand Reopening! Puget Junction Model 
Railroad. ” It was also a joy to see the results of the University of Washington Capstone student teams, with 
whom we collaborated over the Winter and Spring, showcased at the University ’s capstone showcase. 
Their innovative ideas around virtual museums and getting more value out of oral histories will help us 
continue to share our heritage in new and more effective ways. And, of course, kids ’ crafts and other family 
activities in the Museum continued.  
 
Exciting things are coming in 2026! As you may know, 2026 is the 250th anniversary of America, and the 
150th anniversary of George Brackett buying land that became Edmonds. We intend to continue 
transforming the Edmonds Historical Society to help the Edmonds community shape a new future. If you 
would like to play a role in that transformation, we would love to hear from you. We could use someone 
who would love to turn our volunteer program into something other museums will want to emulate. We 
need people who are passionate about marketing and communications to help us connect with our 
community more effectively. We are seeking individuals with finance and development backgrounds who 
are eager to undertake a big, community - changing project, akin to the efforts that led to the Waterfront 
Center, the ECA, and Cascadia, as we work towards the Museum Reimagined vision.  

 
If you ’re interested in these or other leadership opportunities, don ’t hesitate to get in touch 

with me at: vicepresident@historicedmonds.org . 

Old Red  
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Our Exciting New Exhibit 
This fall, the Edmonds Historical Museum proudly presents Art 
History: How Edmonds Grew from Mill Town to Creative District, a 
new exhibit that explores the city ’s transformation into one of 
Washington ’s most vibrant arts communities.  
 
Opening to the public on Saturday, September 20, the exhibit honors 
Edmonds ’ creative evolution —from its early days as a blue - collar 
lumber mill town to its designation in 2018 as Washington State ’s 
first Creative District. Through photographs, histories, artwork, and 
archival materials, the exhibit highlights the role that local visual and 
performing artists, galleries, arts institutions, and community arts 
advocates played in building the city ’s cultural identity.  
 
This exhibit also marks a major milestone: the 50th Anniversary of 
the Edmonds Arts Commission, founded in 1975. As one of the 
earliest public arts bodies in the region, the Commission has played a 
foundational role in fostering Edmonds ’ artistic growth through 
public art, cultural programming, and artist support.  
Other community partners also celebrate anniversaries this year, 
including the Edmonds Center for the Arts (20th anniversary 
season) and the ten - year anniversary of Cascadia Art Museum.  
"The arts have been a vital part of community life in Edmonds from 
the beginning. However, today ’s Edmonds didn ’t become a creative 
hub by accident," says Polly Yorioka, curator of the Edmonds 
Historical Museum. "This exhibit is a tribute to the artists and 
visionaries who have championed the arts in Edmonds and worked 
for decades to make Edmonds what it is today."  
 
 

Special Events  
To kick off the exhibit, the Museum and the Edmonds Arts 
Commission will host an invitation - only Friday Night Opening 
Reception on September 19, featuring light refreshments, gallery 
tours, and special guests from the local arts community. Current 
museum members and volunteers —and those who become 
members before the opening —are invited to this special night of 
sneak - peek access. The exhibit opens to the general public the 
following day, Sept. 20, 9:00 AM –2:00 PM.  
 
Local galleries, artists, and arts organizations are invited to 
contribute materials or stories to the exhibit and explore 
partnerships for future programming.  
 
Exhibit Information  
Location: Edmonds Historical Museum, 118 5th Ave N, Edmonds, 
WA 98020  
Public Opening: Saturday, September 20, 2025  
Admission: Free (donations welcome)  
Museum Hours: Thursday –Friday 1:00 –4:00 PM; Saturday: 9:00 AM
- 2:00 PM  
 

For more information or to get involved, visit 
www.historicedmonds.org  

or contact museumcurator@historicedmonds.org  
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Summer has flown by! It is hard to believe that "An Immigrant History of Edmonds" opened back in May with a record - breaking 

opening. We reached building capacity and had lines out the door. Over the course of the summer, we hosted an Artist Talk by 

Kenyan asylee artist, James Kiare in June. In August, we took our oral histories to the big screen! On August  16th, we screened a 

special viewing of the exhibit's oral history interviews at the Edmonds Theater. The museum gratefully thanks Humanities 

Washington and their generous grant to make this exhibit —and all of these events —possible.   

This season has also been a time to refresh the museum. Our two summer exhibits interns, Thomas McNulty and Zoe Velle, both 

University of Washington Museology graduate students, have been busy. In partnership with the Edmonds in Bloom Garden 

Tour, which featured all historic homes this year, Thomas launched a pop - up exhibit on the historic homes featured on the tour. 

All of the research for this exhibit was done by Spring intern, Erin Grove. This exhibit will be up a little longer, so don't  mi ss it!   

If you stopped by the museum recently and entered through the ground floor, you may have noticed our new mural. Community 

painters showed up on August 16th to make the entryway shine. The mural —which has been a particular dream of mine since 

starting in this position a year ago —pays homage to our beloved marsh, the Sound, and the Olympic mountains.   

This new art in the museum is fitting, as our next exhibit is "Art History: How Edmonds Grew from Mill Town to Creative Distr ict ." 

This exhibit explores the question of how Edmonds became a hub for the arts, tracing the artists and institutions that have m ade  

Edmonds what it is today. This year marks the 50 - year anniversary of the Arts Commission; this exhibit is being put on in 

conjunction with the Arts Commission to honor their work and the vast community of musicians, dancers, performers, writers, 

and visual artists who make Edmonds what it is today. Museum members are invited to a special, invitation —only Opening Night 

on Friday, Sept. 19th, from 6:30 - 8:30pm. If you are a member, please RSVP ASAP for your preferred entry time! We will have 

light appetizers, drinks, and a short program. Get your sneak peek at the exhibit and connect with members of the Arts 

Commission and members of the arts community. The exhibit will be open to the public on Saturday, Sept. 20th, from 9 - 2pm 

and will be up through March 2026, with a variety of programs related to the arts over the next six months at the museum!  

 From our Museum Curator, Polly Yorioka  

From our Collections Manager, Allyson Alvis  

Hard to believe fall is already here! The summer was jam packed with events, exhibits, and for myself and my interns, getting  
ourselves moved into a new collections storage space in the Harbor Square business complex. While the space itself is not yet  
open to the public, I cannot wait to tell you about it! For the first time ever, our full collection lives in one space right  he re in 
Edmonds!   
 
I have spent the last five months working with a team of interns (who put in over 1000 hours of volunteer help!) to get the s pac e 
safely organized and establish a plan for opening to the public. Now I can say for certain that while the inventorying will l ike ly 
continue for a few more years, we will be able to open to the public in early 2026! More information about the space and the first 
Museum Board visit is available on page 7 for those interested in the project.   
 
There is a lot to look forward to as we continue our work into the fall. I am happy to announce that we will be hosting anoth er 
murder mystery, after the success of our spring event! This time around it will be roaring 20s themed! Tickets are available on our 
website on “Events ” or for purchase in advance in the museum. We will also be adding in some fun arts - and - crafts themed 
evenings to go alongside the “Art History ” exhibit and a whole slew of holiday themed excitement in fall and winter. I hope to see 
you all there!   
 
In other news, we are happy to announce that we have moved our full collection to a climate - controlled storage facility right he re in 
Edmonds (see page 7)! Our end goal is to open our new office at Harbor Square to the public in early 2026. Visitors will be a ble  to 
peruse not only the library formerly available in the museum, but our full collection! To make this dream a reality, we need you r 
help! Between the cost of moving 30,000 objects, the rent on a climate - controlled office space (which benefits our collection) a nd 
staff and intern time, the whole process takes more resources than the museum has to spare.  
 
We are asking people to sponsor the new facility by “adopting ” or sponsoring an object (or room) of their choice, much like you 
would a zoo animal. Donors will be recognized in our new collections site as well as gain early access, monthly updates on ou r 
progress between now and opening, and the opportunity to be photographed with their objects! Donors at higher tiers will also  
receive private tours for themselves and their loved ones, assistance with research projects and more!   For this project, we cho se 
just a few pieces to represent every element of our collection including archives, photographs, toys, furniture, maritime, an d 
textiles, however any of our artifacts are up for sponsorship by adding a custom amount and filling out the dedication portio n of the 
website.  

Find more information and to see the objects for yourself, go to:  
https://historicedmonds.org/sponsor - an - artifact - campaign  
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Harbor Square Collection 

Our talented Collections Manager, Allyson, 

who has made all of this possible.  

Entrance and main viewing area that feature the largest 

items in the Collection.  

On August 8, board members visited the new Collections Center at Harbor Square to see what has been accomplished since the 

relocation process in April. The tour began with a detailed presentation from our Collections Manager, Allyson Alvis, explain ing  

how she and her interns have been carefully inventorying, cataloging, and arranging every one of the 30,000 items held by the  

Historic Society. While there is a lot of work to be done, so far all objects have been organized into their permanent homes and  we 

have inventoried almost 20% of the collection in our database. This work will continue in the fall with four interns from the  ML IS 

and Museology programs. While we are so proud of the work we have done, the work exceeds the museum ’s usual capacities and 

we need your help to support it!  

Above:  Intern EJ Klein explains object processing and 
identifying uncataloged artifacts  

 
Top left:  Intern Liz Organ highlights a few items of 
interest selected by staff and interns on display in a 

curio cabinet.  
 

Bottom left: Intern Lindsay Combs shows board 
members the movable archives storage, housing our 

most valuable texts and archival documents.  

While the move has been a major undertaking, it comes with many benefits, including proper 
storage and environmental controls that will extend the life of our artifacts, increases our 
organizational capacity, and enables us to one day fully open our collection to the public for 
research, field trips, or just curious history nerds like us. However, it has made us critically 
estimate our costs for proper care in the coming years, and we need your help to make sure we 
can sustain this work long term! Please consider supporting this vital project by sponsoring 
the location or “adopting ” an item in the collection.  

 

All details can be found on our website at :  

https://historicedmonds.org/sponsor - an - artifact - campaign/  

These shelves were already installed in the new 

rental space and have been a huge boon!   
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Museum Summer Market 

A big shout out to our three Museum Summer Market sponsors for the 
remainder of this season: Jessen Architects, Homes By Beata, and the brand 
new Edmonds Village Senior Living. Sponsors get their business names in 
front of the thousands of visitors who come to the Museum Summer Market 
every Saturday.  
 
Although the sponsorships for this year are sold out, you can secure your 
sponsorship spot in next year ’s market. Weekly sponsorships of the Market 
are now being offered. Contact andrew@historicedmonds.org  for more 
information.  

Margaret Wilcox (pictured left in blue), long time Museum Summer Market volunteer, 
recently moved from Edmonds to South Dakota to be near her family. Margaret and her 

husband Mike served as Market Committee Chairs for several years, giving hundreds of hours 
of service. Margaret also served on the Board during that time.  

Since retiring as Chair, Margaret continued to serve at the Museum Summer Market in the 
information booth and as the lower level docent in the Museum. She will be greatly missed by 

all who know her.  

We wish her joy and happiness in her new community.      

Edmonds  Village  
Edmonds Village is a thriving independent 

senior living community where comfort 
meets connection in the heart of Edmonds, 
Washington. Our vibrant community offers 
more than just a place to live —it’s a place to 

flourish.  

Homes By Beata  
Homes By Beata is a locally 

rooted real estate team serving 
Edmonds and the greater Puget 
Sound region. Co - founder  Beata 

Miklos  is known for her 
thoughtful, client - centered 
approach and strong market 

expertise, guiding each 
transaction with care and 

professionalism. With a focus on 
residential sales and a 

commitment to delivering 
exceptional results, Beata takes 

pride in supporting the Edmonds 
community — including through 
partnerships with the Edmonds 

Historical Museum.  

August 30, 2025  

Jessen Architects  
Jessen Architects is honored to support the Edmonds Historical Museum and 
its annual Summer Market. With more than four decades of architectural 
expertise spanning residential, cultural institutions, historic preservation, 
waterfront and community spaces, our firm is deeply committed to advancing 
the preservation of heritage and the enrichment of public life. The Museum 
and Summer Market serve as vital cultural and economic anchors for 
Edmonds, fostering community connection, celebrating local history, and 
sustaining regional artisans. Jessen Architects is proud to contribute to these 
enduring traditions and to support their continued impact on the community.  
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Come Grow With Us! 

Our Board  of Directors is growing, our number of events is growing, our number of exhibits is 
growing,  our visibility is growing, and our impact on this community is definitely growing. 
Volunteers are the key to running the Edmonds South Snohomish County Historical Society and 
Museum. We have opportunities to fit any time commitment, so please come join our amazing 
volunteers in promoting the history of Edmonds and becoming a part of the exciting growth of the 
Edmonds Historical Museum as we live out the motto: Explore the Past. Empower the Future.  

We welcomed three new members to our Museum Board so far this year: Danna Anderson in April and 

John Jessen and Michelle Kelly in August.  Danna is an Edmonds native who returned here after 

retirement from nonprofit work in Bellevue. John is an award - winning architect and owner of Jessen 

Architects in Edmonds. Michelle has  over twenty years experience in business  and organizational 

development and marketing. For more complete bios on these three and the rest of our Board 

members, go to our website at historicedmonds.org  and click on the “About ” tab.  

For a volunteer application, please go to our website and click on the “Support ”  

tab to find everything you will need to become a volunteer.  

The Society needs volunteers to do all of its great 
work. We need administrative help, such as 
managing email communications with the 
community, communication with members and 
donors, and so on. Maybe you have marketing 
expertise or graphic design experience. We also 
need writers and editors for our Marketing and 
Communications. Would you like to be our 
Museum Store Manager and help create a 
compelling store experience? 
 
We would like to find at least one volunteer with 

nonprofit development experience in capital 
campaigns. If you are a finance person, we need 
people to serve on our Finance Committee and 
help ensure we continue to manage our money 
and investments effectively. 
 
We want our board to reflect the diversity of our 
community and would like it to expand to include 
people with a broader range of ages and life 
experiences, people connected with businesses 
or organizations in our community, and people 
from underrepresented groups. 

How can you help?  

John Jessen  Michelle Kelly  Danna Anderson  
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Looking Back 
Here is he front page of 
the December 30, 1910 
issue of The   
Tribune - Review , 
reporting on 
the  Edmonds City 
Council meeting and 
the delivery of the 
Carnegie Library 
building. There was 
apparently some 
differing opinions 
about whether the 
building was in fact 
complete, particularly 
when it came to 
whether the woodwork 
required one or two 
coats of varnish.  
 
The article says that, 
once the discussion 
began about the 
building, “under the old
- fashioned football 
rules, in which there 
was mass playing, 
flying tackles and 
wedges and all sorts of 
things, and when it was 
finally all over the 
council adjourned with 
the library tangle still all 
knotted up and the 
ends drawn even 
tighter. The interested 
citizens who had 
packed the hall were 
unanimous in declaring 
that it was one of the 
most thrilling bits of 
melodrama and 
combined farce they 
had seen for many a 
day. “ 
 
H.B. Ward & Company 
were the contractors 
who built the library at a 
price of $7,483.30. The  
Edmonds ’ Carnegie 
Library opened on 
February 17 th, 1911, 
becoming the 
19th  Carnegie Library in 
Washington State. The 
upper floor housed the 
library, and the lower 
floor housed the city 
offices, council 
chambers and jail.  
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How We Spent Our Summer 
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The Edmonds Historical Society is a nonprofit organization completely dependent on the 

support of the community for its existence.  It is only with the financial support of generous 

donors that we are able to continue to serve the people of the Edmonds area.  

Major Thanks—Heartfelt Appreciation 

The Edmonds Historical Society  first and foremost is dedicated to the preservation and sharing of our 

local history and heritage. It maintains a museum for the community and collects and preserves artifacts 

reflecting the past to inform and educate current and future generations, but it also endeavors to provide 

enjoyable, enriching, fun experiences for the community. The articles in this newsletter showcase some 

of the events we have offered so far this year. And there are more to come like our traditional Scarecrow 

Festival and our Haunted Museum. We feel we contribute a great deal to the City of Edmonds and its 

citizens. If you value these things, please consider supporting us by:  

 Becoming a Member  

 Making a donation  

 Volunteering as a docent or helper for 

the Market or special projects and 

events  

To learn more or to donate, please visit our  

website www. historicedmonds.com  

To join the Museum, scan the code below:  

 Our sincerest thanks to all of our generous donors at all levels of giving.  
We are very grateful for the following people for their generosity this year  

in support of our mission and service:  
 

 
Diamond Plus Donors ($5,000+):  

Diana and Steve White  
 

Diamond Donors ($1,000 - $4,999):   
Kermit and Danna Anderson  
Ron and Michele Clybourne  

Douglas and Billie Klan  
John and Sandy McDonald  

Kevin C. Smith  
The Peg and Rick Young Foundation   

 
Platinum Donors ($500 - $999):  

Barbara Steller  


